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Public  Health  Department, 
C overcroft, 

Droitwich. 


July,  1973 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 

BOROUGH  OF  DROITWICH 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Eighteenth  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1972.  By  the  time 
I commence  my  final  report  (for  1973)  it  is  fairly  certain  that  the  new 
Authority  of  Wychavon  will  have  taken  over  (on  1.4.74)  and  the  Borough  will 
have  been  reduced  to  Parish  Council  status. 

Are  such  reports  of  value,  and  should  they  be  continued  in  the  future? 

There  is  little  doubt  that  whether  they  be  read  or  not  read,  the  statistical 
information  on  both  Community  and  Environmental  Health  is  of  vital  importance 
as  a record  which  can  be  analysed  by  comparison  as  the  years  roll  by.  The 
compilers  may  not  be  able  to  see  the  "wood  for  the  trees",  whereas  an  experienced 
outsider  may  be  able  to  pick  out  salient  points  and  plan  intelligently  for  the 
future.  I hope  that  this  will  be  done  for  Environmental  Health  when  the 
Officers  of  the  combined  new  Authority  take  up  office. 

For  officials  within  the  reorganised  Health  Service  it  may  be  more  difficult, 
but  there  should  be  much  basic  information  of  value  once  a new  approach  has  been 
worked  out. 

Both  sides  of  the  report  are  set  out  in  the  usual  manner,  and  I think  I 
will  let  them  stand  on  merit.  Food  hygiene  is  becoming  of  increasing  importance, 
particularly  in  relation  to  the  Imported  Food  Regulations  and  the  new  food  cold 
stores  on  the  Industrial  Estate.  I only  hope  that  there  will  be  sufficient 
trained  and  experienced  staff  to  deal  with  the  problem  on  reorganisation,  after 
a number  of  senior  Public  Health  Inspectors  have  retired.  Your  Council  have  made 
a request  to  the  Rural  District  Council  for  the  secondment  of  one  of  their 
Inspectors  (part-time)  to  cover  this  work  for  six  months  prior  to  amalgamation. 

I think  this  is  a wise  move,  but  extra  staff  would  have  been  preferable. 

Slum  clearance,  and  general  improvement  work  have  proceeded  slowly  but 
efficiently,  and  not  a great  deal  remains  to  be  done.  The  Newtown  No.  1 General 
Improvement  (Compulsory  Purchase)  Order  was  confirmed  towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  should  give  one  side  of  the  town  a much  needed  face  lift.  The 
remaining  areas  to  be  dealt  with  are  Hill  End  and  Hanbury  Road,  but  may  have  to 
be  left  until  the  new  road  pattern  is  completed. 

The  Town  Development  Committee  have  concentrated  on  roads  initially,  so 
that  an  Outer  Ring  Road  is  well  on  the  way  to  completion,  and  inner  ring  roads 
will  soon  be  undertaken,  as  a first  step  in  Town  Centre  Development.  Certainly 
it  is  very  necessary  to  get  the  traffic  out  of  the  town  before  major  redevelop- 
ment begins,  but  I am  disappointed  that  more  priority  has  not  been  given  to 
Health.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  town  will  expand  to  a population  of 
30,000  to  35*000.  The  County  Structure  Plan  proposals  indicate  this  . Yet  there 
will  be  continuing  delays  in  the  provision  of  a Health  Centre.  A virgin  site 
should  have  been  chosen  instead  of  the  time  consuming  procedure  of  accommodating 
shopkeepers  elsewhere  before  clearance  and  redevelopment. 
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I consider  that  if  we  are  to  improve  the  Primary  Care  Services  for 
Health  then  they  should  he  concentrated  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  preferably 
in  one  modern  well  equipped  building.  It  is  hoped  that  the  General 
Practitioners  will  see  the  wisdom  of  this,  and  all  join  in.  Certainly  there 
will  be  too  few  medical  personnel  to  provide  surgeries  on  the  periphery. 

I wish  to  thank  Mr.  G.L.  Robinson  (C.P.H.I.)  and  Mr.  R.  Hill  (P.H.I.) 
most  sincerely  for  their  most  constant  and  loyal  support  over  the  years. 

I am  sure  one  must  go  a long  way  to  find  better  teamworic  than  Mr.  Robinson 
has  in  his  Department. 


I remain  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant. 


L.  SPENCER  STEPHENS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  "A"  - STATISTICS 


Area  2040  acres 

Registrar  &eneral*s  Estimate  of 
resident  population  mid  1972 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  31st  March,  1972 
(according  to  Rate  books) 

Rateable  value  at  31st  March,  1972 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  1972 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year:- 

Live  Births  Male  Female  Total 


13,270 

(12,680) 

4,274 

(3,990) 

£596,029 

(£546,382) 

£5,765 

(£5,124) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


103 

6 


112 

2 


215 

8 


Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
Standardised  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  « 
Birth  Rate  - England  and  Wales  


47o 

15.8 

14.8 


(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  previous  year* ) 
Still  Births  Male  Female 


Male 

1 


Total 

1 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate  - - - 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 , 000  total  live  and  still  births 
Still  Birth  Rate  - England  and  Wales  


4 

12 


Deaths 


Male 

65 


Total 

141 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  < 
Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Death  Rate  - England  and  Wales  


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Male  Female 

1 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


1 


Total 

1 

1 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  - England  and  Wales 


9 

17 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  - (and  under  one  week) 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


1 


1 


Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  - England  and  Wales  ... 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1 , 000  total  births 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  - England  and  Wales... 

Maternal  Deaths  ...  ... 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 


4 

4 

12 

9 

22 

Nil 

Nil 


m 

(18.8) 

(16.0) 


(16) 

(12) 


10.6  (10.0) 

11.9  (7.6) 

12.1  (11.6) 


(8) 

(18) 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


(in  accordance  with  the  " International  Statistical  Classification  of 
Diseases",  B*  List  - 72  Main  Causes) 


B19(3) 

B19(4) 

B19(6) 

B19(7) 

B19(9) 

B19(11) 

B21 

B23 

BA6(3) 

BA-6(3) 

B26 

B27 

B28 

B29 

B30 

BA6(6) 

B32 

B33(1) 

BA6(7) 

B37 

B38 

BA6(9) 

BA6(11) 

B44 

B43 

BEA7 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

Diabetes  MeUitus 

Anaemias  ... 

Mental  Disorders  

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  . . . 
Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Hypertensive  Disease  

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease  ... 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  and  Baphysema  

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ... 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 
Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 
Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 
Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  


Male 

4 

3 

3 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

13 

1 

12 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 


65 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - 1972 


Notifiable  Diseases 

Particulars  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  which  occurred  during 
the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  Register 
below:- 


Pulmonary 
M F 


during  1972  are  shown 
Non 

Pulmonary 
M F 


Number  of  oases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  register  at  1st  January,  1972 

4 

1 

Additions  to  register  during  the 

year  - new  cases 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- transfers 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

Deduction  from  register  during 
the  year 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  oases  on  register  at 

31st  December,  1972 

3 

1 

- 

The  After  Care  Committee  for  South  Worcestershire  net  on  one  occasion  during 
1972*  The  word  "Tuberculosis”  has  been  omitted  from  the  title  of  this  Committee 
and  its  constitution  amended  on  order  to  cover  the  After  Care  of  illness  generally, 
but  few  applications  for  assistance  are  being  reoeived. 


END  OF  SECTION  "A" 
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SECTION  B - GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  following  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council 
(A)  FROM  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

1 • Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Ante-Natal  services  are  now  basically  provided  by  the  General 
Medical  Practitioners  in  the  town,  but  Parentcraft  and  Relaxation 
Classes  are  still  held  on  alternate  Thursdays  at  the  Norbury 
Clinic,  aPhyslo  therapist  being  in  attendance. 

The  District  Nurses  and  Midwives  operate  from  their  own  hones  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  family  Doctor. 

Child  Health  Services  are  available  every  Tuesday  and  Friday 
afternoon  at  the  Norbuiy  Clinic,  Friar  Street,  and  these  supplement 
the  services  provided  by  the  General  Practitioners,  essentially 
being  Preventive  and  Health  Educational.  Immunisation  procedures 
are  carried  out  as  shown  on  Page  7 and  Welfare  Foods  are  available. 
A small  pre-school  Handicapped  Children* s Playgroup  has  now  been 
set  up  on  Wednesdays  at  the  Royal  George  Buildings  under  the  care 
of  the  Health  Visitors. 


2.  Health  Visiting  Service 

There  are  now  four  Health  Visitors  working  from  the  Royal  George 
Buildings  and  they  are  attached  to  the  two  General  Practices  in 
the  town.  Their  main  duties  are  in  the  field  of  Child  Care  but 
they  are  also  responsible  for  the  Health  and  Welfare  of  the  whole 
family*  carrying  out  systematic  visiting  of  homes  where  there  are 
children,  and  also  being  in  attendance  at  the  Child  Health  Clinio. 
One  Specialist  Health  Visitor  is  employed  for  visiting  cases  of 
Tuberculosis.  There  is  also  a Geriatric  Health  Visitor  caring 
for  the  elderly  in  the  town. 

3.  • -Ambulance  Service 

The  main  -Ambulance  Station  is  in  Worcester  where  a fleet  of  modem 
ambulanoes  is  manned  day  and  night.  The  Service  is  on  Radio  Control 
and  can  be  summoned  quickly  to  any  emergency.  A special  -Ambulance 
is  still  used  for  Rheumatic  cases  but  is  now  based  at  Highfield 
Hospital. 

A.  Sohool  Health  Service 

School  Medical  Officers  visit  all  Primary,  Middle  and  Secondary 
schools  in  the  Borough  regularly.  Every  child  receives  three 
routine  Medical  Examinations  during  his  or  her  school  life,  but 
ohildren  in  whom  abnormalities  are  detected  are  inspected  more 
frequently.  Visual  Acuity  and  Colour  Tests  are  carried  out  and 
an  Audiometrician  visits  the  schools  to  carry  out  routine  hearing 
tests.  Children  who  fail  these  tests  are  called  to  a diagnostic 
Hearing  Clinic  to  be  seen  by  a Doctor  and  may  be  subsequently 
referred  to  Hospital. 
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5.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation  procedures  are  carried  out  free  of 
charge  by  the  patient’s  own  doctor  or  at  County  Council  Clinics. 
Smallpox  Vaccination  is  no  longer  recommended  as  a routine 
procedure  except  for  persons  travelling  abroad,  and  emergencies 
will  be  dealt  with  as  and  when  they  arise.  The  various 
inoculations  carried  our  during  the  year  are  shown  below: 


(i) 


Immunisation 


(ii)  Tetanus  Immunisation 
Number  of  children  wl 
Number  of  children  wl 

(iii) 

(iv)  Measles  Vaccination 

(v) 

Number  of  persons  who  received  primary  vaccination  3 
Number  of  persons  who  were  re-vaccinated  - 

(vi)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 


1972 

1971 

a full  course 

235 

(202) 

a reinforcing  dose  149 

(188) 

a full  course 

235 

(205) 

a reinforcing  dose  154 

(212) 

a full  course 

229 

(179) 

a Primary  dose 

180 

(249) 

Number  of  persons  who  received  a full  course 
during  the  year  


239 


Number  of  persons  who  received  re-inforcing  doses 
during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  160 


(133) 

(8) 

(190) 

(201) 


6. 


Clinics 


These  Clinics  are  held  in  conjunction  with  each  other  at  the 
County  Clinic,  off  Infirmary  Walk,  Worcester.  Appointments  are 
provided  on  a Monday  Evening  and  an  open  Clinic  is  held  on  a 
Wednesday  (6.30  p.m.  to  8.00  p.m.)  In  Droitwich  it  is  better  to 
make  arrangements  tlirough  the  Health  Visitors  at  Royal  George 
Buildings  (Tel.  Droitwich  3328). 

(b)  from  the  social  services  department 


1 • The  new  Social  Services  Department  became  operative  with  effect 
from  1st  April,  1971,  and  in  Worcestershire  four  Area  offices 
were  opened.  Droitwich  comes  under  the  Bromsgrove  Area  (County 
Buildings,  Windsor  Street,  Bromsgrove,  Tel.  75331 ) "but  staff  are 
also  available  at  certain  tines  at  the  Royal  George  Buildings  in 
Droitwich,  The  Social  Services  have  been  formed  from  an  amalgamation 
of  the  Welfare  Department,  Children’s  Department  and  Mental  Health 
Section  of  the  Health  Department,  together  with  added  functions, 
e.g.  Home  Helps,  Child  Minders  and  the  operation  of  the  Disabled 
Persons1  Act. 
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2.  Worcestershire  Executive  Council 

Two  "Family  Doctor”  Practices  exist  in  the  town,  one  at  ’The 
Hollies’  comprising  four  General  Practitioners  and  the  other  at 
Royal  George  Buildings  with  three  General  Practitioners. 

A new  Health  Centre  is  included  in  the  Plans  for  Town  Centre 
Development  but  is  unlikely  to  be  completed  before  unification 
of  the  National  Health  Service  in  1974.  It  is  hoped  that  all 
three  branches  of  the  Services  will  be  able  to  participate  in  its 
use  at  that  time. 


The  following  Hospital  Services  are  available 

(i)  District  General  Hospitals  in  Broms grove  and  V/orcester. 


(ii)  An  Isolation  Hospital  at  Newtown  Road,  7/orcester. 

(iii)  Maternity  Departments  at  Stourport,  Bromsgrove  and  Worcester. 

(iv)  National  Hospitals  for  Rheumatic  Diseases  in  Droitwich 
(St.  John’s  and  Highfield). 

Unfortunately  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  decided  to 
discontinue  treatment  at  the  Brine  Baths  which  belonged  to 
a Private  Medical  Trust.  Facilities  for  Hydrotherapy  in 
fresh  water  have  now  been  provided  at  Highfield  Hospital. 

The  Borough  Council  acquired  the  Brine  Baths  on  31st  August, 
1971  and  have  managed  to  keep  the  large  bath  open  for  the 
benefit  of  the  General  Public.  It  is  hoped  to  develop  a 
Sport  and  Recreation  complex  around  the  Baths  also  catering 
for  disabled  persons. 

(v)  Psychiatric  Hospitals  for  mental  disorders  are  available  at 
Barnsley  Hall,  Bromsgrove  and  Powick,  Worcester. 

(vi)  The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Worcester  Royal 
Infirmary  is  available  to  doctors  for  the  examination  of 
clinical  and  bacteriological  specimens,  chemical  analyses 
of  Food  and  Drugs,  Water  Sewage,  etc.,  being  carried  out  by 
the  County  Analyst. 

(vii)  A special  Clinic  for  VeneiealDiseases  is  open  at  Yforcester 
Royal  Infinnary  (without  appointment)  at  the  following  times 

Monday  (men  and  women)  5*00  p.m.  to  7*00  p.m. 

Thursday  (men  and  women)  2.00  p.m.  to  4.00  p.m. 

Friday  (men)  2.00  p.m.  to  4.00  p.m. 

All  matters  are  dealt  with  in  a strictly  confidential  manner. 


END  OF  SECTION  ’B’ 
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SECTION  "C"  - SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA. 


1 . WATER  SUPPLY 


(a) 


Quantity 

■'  ■■■  ^ l ■ I SiLM 


The  East  Worcestershire  (Droitwioh  Borough)  Water  Order  19^0  trans- 
ferred the  Council's  Water  undertaking  to  the  East  Worcestershire 
Waterworks  Company.  Certain  improvements  have  been  made  since  that 
date  including  the  construction  of  a 150,000  gall  water  tower  at  Yew 
Tree  Hill  adjacent  to  the  reservoir.  Pressures  throughout  the  town  have 
improved.  There  has  been  no  shortage  of  water  and  as  can  be  seen  from 
the  results  below,  the  quality  has  been  quite  satisfactory. 


(b)  Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations 


The  water  is  drawn  from  six  separate  sources  near  the  Lickey  Hills. 
Samples  are  taken  from  source  by  the  Company  at  approximately  fort- 
nightly intervals,  and  spot  checks  taken  in  the  town  periodically.  At 
all  times  during  the  year,  the  water  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
Bacteriological  results  are  shown  on  all  six  boreholes  and  a chemical 
analysis  on  one  of  them:- 


Date 

5.12.72 

No.  of  Colonies 
growing  on  Agar 

Probable 
No.  of 
Coliform 
Bacilli 

Probable 
No.  of 
Faecal 

Coli 

] 

Remarks 

1 

2 days 
at  37°C 

3 days 
at  22°C 

No.  1 

Borehole 

Brockhill 

P/Station 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Satisfactory 

Nos.  3 & A 
Boreholes 
Beilin gt on 
P/Station 

Nil 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

tf 

Nos. 1,2, 3 & 4 

Boreholes 

Sugarbrook 

p/Station 

* 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

ti 

No.  3 

Borehole 

Washingstocks 

P/Station 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

»? 

No.  2 

Borehole 

Wildmoor 

P/Station 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

n 

No.  2 

Borehole 

J 

Burcot 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

ti 

P/Station 

! 
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Nos  1,2,3  and  4 Boreholes 
Sugarbrook  Pumping  Station 


Chemical 


5th  December  1972 


Colour  Colourless 

Odour  None 

Deposit  None  pH  7,55 


Chemical^  Examination 

Suspended  Matter  (Dried  at  100°C) 

Total  Dissolved  Solids  (Dried  at  180°C) 
Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 
Hardness  Non-Carbonate 
" Carbonate 

” Total 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
Nitrate  Nitrogen 
Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Permanganate  Value  (4  Hours  at  27°C) 

Toxic  Metals 

Total  Residual  Chlorine 

Fluorine 

Synthetic  Detergents  (as  Manoxol) 
Phosphates  (as  PO4) 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  (C02) 


230 

12 

4 

172 

176 

6.61 

Nil 

0.3 

Nil 

0.10 

None  detected 
Not  estimated 
Not  estimated 


2 


(c)  Fluoridation  was  commenced  in  July,  1968  and  is  now  being 
carried  out  at  Sugarbrook  and  Wildmoor  Pumping  Stations.  The  situation 
will  not  be  satisfactory  until  all  sources  are  treated,  but  the  levels  on 
water  entering  the  Borough  have  improved  in  recent  months,  standing 
between  0.80  - 1.14  p.p.m. 

(d)  Toxic  Metals 


The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  but  is  fairly  hard, 

(e)  Contamination 


No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

(f )  Well  supplies  and  Standpipes 

There  is  only  one  property  on  well  water  and  four  on  standpipes  within  the 
Borough  Boundary. 


2.  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  first  stage  of  the  Ladywood  Water  Pollution  Control  Works  was 
opened  on  Friday  24th  July,  1970  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Peter  Walker,  M.B.E., 
M.P.,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Environment.  The  scheme  is  ultimately 
designed  to  cater  for  a population  of  30,000  to  35,000  and  a flow  of 
2,650,000  gallons  per  day,  but  less  than  1,000,000  gallons  per  day  are  at 
present  being  dealt  with.  The  'Pas veer  Ditch'  originally  constructed  as  a 
temporary  measure  to  cope  with  250,000  gallons  per  day  is  now  lying  idle 
pending  the  flow  increasing  to  design  capacity. 
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Mr.  K.  Kinghau,  the  Effluent  Control  Officer/Chemist  and  Mr*  E.  Hood  Sewage 
Works  Manager,  have  oontinued  to  supervise  the  plant  carefully  so  that  excellent 
results  have  been  obtained  well  within  the  limits  set  by  the  Severn  River  .Authority 
when  their  consent  was  issued.  In  view  of  the  considerable  amount  of  new  industry 
entering  the  town,  the  restriction  on  toxic  metals  (total  not  to  exceed  0„5  p.p.m.) 
was  considered  to  be  too  stringent  and  an  Appeal  was  lodged  with  the  Ministry,  but 
to  date  the  outcome  has  not  been  determined. 

3*  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AMD  DISPOSAL 

The  refuse  collection  service  has  had  to  deal  with  an  ever  increasing  volume 
of  refuse  with  the  development  of  the  new  housing  estates  at  Chawson  and  Boycott. 
Trolleys  collect  plastic  sacks  to  various  collection  points  on  these  new  estates 
and  they  are  then  cleared  by  the  refuse  collection  vehicle.  Large  Skips  are  also 
available  at  strategic  points  for  the  dumping  of  large  scrap,  and  this  has  worked 
fairly  satisfactorily,  although  it  is  difficult  to  prevent  scavenging  by  animals. 

The  refuse  disposal  service  is  run  in  conjunction  with  Droitwich  Rural  District 
Council  who  now  own  a large  quarry  at  Hanbury  Wharf  which  should  provide  ample 
tipping  capacity  for  many  years.  A road  has  been  run  into  the  site,  and  pumping 
equipment  has  disposed  of  much  of  the  surplus  water.  It  is  only  one  mile  from  the 
town  centre  on  the  east  side  of  the  motorway,  and  is  very  suitable  for  the  needs  of 
an  expanding  town.  With  reorganised  Local  Government  areas  pending,  the  site  may 
well  be  used  over  a wider  catchment  area  in  the  future. 

4.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION 

Details  of  this  work  are  included  in  the  report  of  the  Surveyor  and  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector.  The  additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  R.  Hill  has 
done  some  very  good  work  on  Offices  and  Shop  premises  and  Food  Hygiene.  With  the 
development  of  the  Industrial  Estate,  a number  of  cold  storage  food  factories  now 
require  supervision,  particularly  with  regard  to  imported  goods,  which  have  not 
been  subject  to  inspection  at  the  Port  of  Dis-embarkation.  This  work  involves  a 
detailed  knowledge  of  the  Imported  Food  Regulations  and  is  time  consuming  but  at 
present  it  is  not  contemplated  that  extra  staff  will  be  necessary. 

In  co-operation  with  the  staff  of  the  Town  Development  Committee,  the 
Newtown  General  Improvement  Area  (involving  some  300  dwellings)  has  been 
declared.  This  involves  Miller  Street,  Burrish  Street,  Albert  Street,  West  Street, 
St.  Nicholas  Street  and  Manning  Road.  Work  has  commenced  on  improvements  to 
St.  Nicholas  Street  and  St.  Richards  Gardens. 

In  October,  1971,  a Clearance  Area  (Newtown  No.  l)  was  declared  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  General  Improvement  Area.  This  involved  seventeen  houses 
which  will  be  subject  of  Compulsory  Purchase  and  the  site  will  ultimately  be 
redeveloped  by  the  erection  of  flats  for  the  elderly.  The  Minister’s  Representative 
inspected  the  site  on  11th  October,  1972,  there  were  no  objections  but  well 
maintained  payments  were  recommended  and  an  Order  was  eventually  confirmed. 
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5.  RODENT  CONTROL 


Since  we  lost  our  Rodent  Operative  in  19&9  this  work  has  been  carried 
out  on  a oontract  basis  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  is  working  quite  satisfactorily. 


TYPE  OP  PROPERTY 

1972 

Domestic  and 

Business  Premises 

Agricultural 

Buildings 

Number  of  properties  in  the 

District 

5,600 

8 

Total  number  of  properties 

following  notification 

141 

- 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

80 

(ii)  Mice 

32 

- 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  reasons  other 
than  notification 

17 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

9 

(ii)  Mice 

2 

- 

Number  of  sewers  infested  by 

rats  during  the  year 

Nil 

12 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  were  made  as  follows 
during  1972* 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Writt  an 
Notices 

1 . Factories  in 
which  Sec.1,2,3> 

4 & 6,  are  to  he 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

3 

3 

! 

2*  Factories  not 
included  in  (l ) 
in  which  Sec. 7 is 
enforced  hy  Local 
Authority 

76 

20 

4 

3.  Other  premises 
in  which  Sec.7  is 
enforced  hy  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers Premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

79 

23 

4 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Referred 

By  H.M. 

No.  of  cases 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 

Factory 

in  which 

prosecutions 

JjiSpGC  IrOi 

l aJlSJJGC  uOi? 

were  instituted 

1 . Want  of 

Cleanliness 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2.  Unreasonable 
Temperature 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

3.  Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4.  Inadequate 
Ventilation 

— 

3.  Ineffective 
drainage  of 
Floors 

6.  Sanitary 
Conveniences 
(a)lnsufficient 

(h)Unsuitahle 
or  defective 

4 

4 

(c)Not  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of  outworkers  - Nil 

END  OF  SECTION  "C" 
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SECTION  "D"  - HOUSING- 


The  following  tables  show  the  wco^.  carried^  out  in  the  town  on 
Housing  and  Slum  Clearance  during  1972. 


A.  Number  of  new  houses  erected 

By  the  Local  Authority 
By  other  Local  Authorities 
By  other  bodies  or  persons 

B.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during 

(i)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  the  Public 
Health  Aot) 

(ii)  Number  of  re-inspections 
(iii)  Under  the  Housing  Acts 
Number  of  inspections 
Number  of  re-inspections 

C.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 
1 • Under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

(a)  Number  of  notices  served 

(b)  Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  the  service  of  such  notices 

(i)  By  owners 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority 


1972 


117 

131 

kb, 

57 


21 


21 

Nil 


1971 

(215) 

(<gj 


D. 


(a)  Notices  served  for  repairs  (Section  9) 

(b)  Number  of  notices  served  (Section  1 6) 

(c)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted 

(d)  Number  of  demolition  or  closing 
orders  made  (Section  17) 

(e)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year 
(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  previous  year) 


(a) 

0>) 

(c) 


Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded 
at  the  end  of  the  year 
Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 


2.  (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year 
Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 
Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded 
after  being  previously  relieved 


8i 


Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

8 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


END  OF  SECTION  "D" 
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SECTION  "E"  - INSPECTION  & SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Routine  inspection  of  all  food  premises  in  the  town  was  carried  out 
during  the  year.  The  various  categories  of  premises  dealt  with  are  shown 
"below  and  the  number  of  inspections  carried  out  in  the  Report  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Pood 


1972 

aarf: 


Licensed  Premises  28 
Grocers  16 
Greengrocers  9 
Confectioners  3 
Wet  Pish  Shops  1 
Pish  and  Chip  Shops  2 
Cafe  * s 9 
Butchers*  Shops  6 
Bakehouses  2 
Works  Canteens  7 
Registered  premises  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  23 
School  Meals  Kitchens  11 
Institution  Kitchens  ' 5 

Total  number  of  premises  1 21 


There  are  one  manufacturer  and  25  retailers  of  Ice-cream  in  the  town. 
The  sale  of  the  Soft-Mix  product  has  increased  recently  and  there  are  four 
or  five  different  manufacturers  operating  vehicles  in  the  area.  The  Grading 
of  this  product  is  generally  not  so  satisfactory  as  the  hard  ice-cream. 

The  Grading  of  Samples  taken  during  the  year  are  shown  below 


1971 

No.  of 
Samples 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Graded  ' 

Grade  l 

Taken 

Hard  Ice  Cream 

63 

61 

— 

2 

Soft  Ice  Cream 

1A 

12 

- 

1 

1 

Milk  and  Dairies  are  no  longer  the  responsibility  of  the  District 
Council,  Dealers'  Licences  being  issued  by  the  Worcestershire  County 
Council  who  are  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Authority.  The  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Regulations  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Public  Health 
Inspector.  Only  limited  sampling  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  but 
results  were  satisfactory. 


Pasteurised  Milk 
Sterilized  Milk  (U.H.T.) 
Raw  Tuberoulin  Tested  Milk 


Results 


7 Satisfactory 

3 

Nil  None  retailed 
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of  Foodstuffs 


The  following  products  were  found  to  he  unfit  for  human  consumption 
and  surrendered  voluntarily  by  the  owners 

30  lbs.  of  Beef  Sausage 

12  " " Tinned  Tomatoes 

9 ” ” Baked  Beans 

14  •'  " Tinned  Peas 

Imported  Food  Regulations,  1968 

The  amount  of  foodstuffs  which  were  examined  on  the  Industrial  Estate* 
as  conveyed  to  Cold  Stores  by  containerisation  vehicles  from  various  Ports  of 
Disembarkation  was  as  follows 


44  tons  7 cwts.  of  Boneless  Beef 
39  tons  3 cwts.  of  Mixed  Vegetables 

14  tons  5 cwts.  of  Frozen  Chickens 

15  tons  5 cwt.  of  Frozen  Prawns 
71  tons  13  cwts.  of  Frozen  Beef 
20  tons  0 cwts.  of  Maize 


Plus  245  tons  of  Inedible  offal  for  Petfoods  from  New  Zealand 
Extraneous  matter  in  food 

The  following  complaints  were  investigated  and  reported  to  Committee 
for  appropriate  action  to  be  taken  during  the  year. 


1 • Malted  Milk  Drink 

2.  Carton  of  Breadcrumbs 

3»  Cod  Fillets  ... 

4.  Cheese  ...  ... 


• • 


Dead  Fly 
Mill  Moths 

Parasitic  Worms  (Filaria  bicolor) 
Thin  Flake  of  Enamel 
Piece  of  Thread 


5*  Fruit  Pie  . . . 
6 . Dates  ...  . • . 


• • • 


• • 


• • 


Mould 

Deposit  of  Soil 


7.  Bottle  of  Milk  . . 


On  Item  7*  a prosecution  resulted  in  a Fine  of  £25  plus  £27  Costs 
against  the  Dairy. 


END  OF  SECTION  "E" 


to 


Borough  Surveyor’s  Department, 
Covercroft, 

Droitwich,  WR9  8DD. 


July,  1973 


To:  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  .Aldermen  and 

Members  of  the  Droitwich  Borough  Council. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

Again  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I present  to  you  my  28th  .Annual  Report 
giving  a resume  of  the  work  of  the  Department  during  1972. 

The  three  major  items,  particularly  referred  to  in  my  last  Report  have 
progressed  satisfactorily,  a contract  was  let  for  work  of  restoration  of 
Priory  House,  and  a start  was  made;  the  new  cricket  square  and  field 

were  laid  out  at  St.  Peter's  Fields  and  came  into  use.  Furthermore,  an 
attractive  Cricket  Pavilion  was  built. 

The  General  Improvement  Area  of  Newtown  progressed,  and  the  first  phase 
was  ready  for  going  to  tender  by  the  end  of  1972.  Land  acquisition  had 
progressed  well,  and  quite  a number  of  houses  had  been  improved,  as  will  be 
seen  in  reference  to  the  details  of  the  report. 

With  the  cessation  of  pumping  by  I.C.I.  at  Stoke  Works,  it  was  pleasing 
to  see  that  there  was  a diminution  in  the  rate  of  subsidence,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  as  time  goes  by  this  will,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  cease. 

The  Consultant  Geologist  was  examining  the  variation  in  water  tables  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  town,  as  a result  of  the  cessation  of  brine  pumping. 

Negotiations  were  in  progress  for  the  future  development  of  the  Brine 
Baths  complex.  The  present  situation  whereby  conditions  at  the  Brine  Baths 
are  static  are  unavoidable  in  the  circumstances  but  the  sooner  the  Borough 
Council  is  in  a position  to  make  a public  statement  on  the  future  of  the 
Baths,  the  more  helpful  it  will  be,  as  many  patrons  are  concerned. 

The  coming  into  operation  of  the  two  large  Food  Storage  premises  at 
Berry  Hill  is  giving  rise  to  a substantial  amount  of  work  for  your  Public 
Health  Inspectors  and  this  is  likely  to  increase,  as  the  premises  expand. 

I thank  your  Council  for  your  help  and  support  during  the  year,  and 
also  my  own  staff  and  my  colleagues  the  other  Chief  Officers. 


Visits  of  Inspection 

1972 


Accumulations  found  23 
Visits  under  Pet  Animals  Act  3 
Visits  to  Piggeries  7 

Drainage 

Drains  found  choked  17 
Drains  tested  9 
Drains  found  defective  8 
Visits  to  Works  in  Progress  29 


17 


■ 


■ 


. 


■ 


. 


. 


! Vil  j 

. 


' 


iJbaidi 


nfl 


■ ■ 

■ 


- . 


. 


1972 


Visits  Re:  Improvement  G-rants  172 

Repairs  and  Public  Health. -Conditions  107 

Re-inspections  re  above  131 

Housing  Act  inspections  44 

Houses  in  Multiple  occupation  19 

Rodent  Control 

Primary  visits  23 

Re-visits  25 

Faotory  Act  Visits  23 


Food  Hygiene 


"Visits  to: 

Butchers  * shops  22 
Bakehouses  30 
Confectioners1  Shops  15 
Grocers  45 
Greengrocers  11 
Fried  Fish  & Chip  Shops'  19 
Ice  Cream  shops  and  Manufacturers  68 
Restaurants,  Cafes,  Hotel  & School  Kitchens  48 
Factory  Canteens  11 
Licensed  Premises  25 


Visits;- 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  101 
Clean  Air  Act  9 

Caravans  46 
Lido  12 
Miscellaneous  visits  182 
Food  Vending  and  Delivery  Vehicles  17 
Noise  Abatement  visits  24 
Public  Health  Laboratory  32 
Visits  Imported  Food  Regulations  1968  6 5 
Demolition  of  Air-Raid  Shelters  59 


Demolition  and  Clearance  Areas 

Newtown  No.  1 Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1971 

This  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  involved  the  following  dwelling 
houses. 


Miller  Street  Nos.  2,4,6,8,10  and  12. 

Burrish  Street  Nos.  1,3,5,7,9,11,10,12,14,16  and  18 
Confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  the  Environment 

Closing  Orders  in  Lieu  of  Demolition  Orders 
Vines  Lane  No.  73 

The  following  Houses  which  were  the  subject  of  Demolition  or  Clearance 
Orders  were  Demolished  and  the  sites  cleared  during  the  year:- 

Albert  Street  Nos.  36,38  and  40 
Vines  Lane  Nos.  128  and  130 

Bromsgrcrve  Road  Nos.  34,  36  and  38 
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Improvement  Grants 


Applications  were  submitted  as  follows:- 


Pi  scretionary  G-rants 


14  Miller  Street 
30  Burrish  Street 
32  Burrish  Street 
7 Albert  Street 
21  Albert  Street 
9 Albert  Street 
36  Burrish  Street 


£ 

1,000.00 


648.50 
601 .00 
935-94 
371  .25 
680.00 


10  St. Nicholas  Street 


1,000.00 

881. 50 


Standard  G-rants 


8 Old  Coach  Hoad 
11  Albert  Street 


50.00 

200.00 


Boycott  Fann 

The  work  of  the  redevelopment  of  Boycott  Farm  proceeded,  following 
approval  by  the  Borough  Council  to  give  an  Improvement  Crant  in  respect 
of  17  additional  dwellings  to  be  constructed  from  the  farmhouse  and  farm 
buildings. 

This  work  Trent  ahead  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  was  nearing  completion, 
when  it  was  hoped  that  a satisfactory  result  would  be  achieved. 

Preservation  of  Ancient  Buildings 

The  Preservation  Trust  ms  able  to  enter  into  a contract  for  the 
restoration  of  Priory  House.  This  has  been  a difficult  matter,  both  from 
the  point  of  view  of  raising  funds,  and  the  actual  works  to  be  undertaken. 

1973  should  see  the  ocmplete  restoration  of  this  old  and  historic  house. 
Newtown  G-eneral  Improvement  Area 

After  a good  deal  of  hard  work  by  the  Working  Party,  including  meetings 
with  local  residents,  the  first  stage  of  the  scheme  in  St.  Nicholas  Street/ 
Albert  Street  area  was  ready  for  tender  at  the  end  of  1972. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  report  on  Improvement  G-rants,  quit©  a number  of 
houses  in  this  area  of  the  town  were  improved.  Your  Council  were  particularly 
undertaking  the  improvement  of  Nos.  23  and  25  Albert  Street,  which  it  is  intended 
to  use  for  show  purposes. 

There  would  appear  to  be  no  doubt  that  with  the  interest  taken  by  the 
Council,  difficulties  in  the  sale  of  properties  in  the  neighbourhood  have  ceased, 
and  the  caning  facelift  will,  I think,  do  much  to  increase  values  and  make  the 
area  a desirable  one  to  live  in. 

Private  Building  Development 

Messrs.  I.C.I.  ceased  pumping  brine  at  Stoke  Prior  early  in  1972  and  this 
allowed  further  private  building  to  proceed. 
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By  the  end  of  the  year  196  private  houses  were  under  construction 
and  229  had  "been  completed  during  1972- 

Major  developments  took  place  at  the  following  estates  1- 

The  Meadows  - Messrs.  Comben  &.  Wakeling  Limited 
Cherry  Hill  - Percy  Biltcn  Limited 
Cotham  Court  off  Corbett  Avenue 

Completion  of  Fabricius  Avenue  - Yenton  Building  Co.  Ltd. 

A small  new  development  off  Old  Coach  Road  by  Messrs.  Thomas  Vale 

& Sons. 


Graf son  Place 


Several  of  these  houses  were  non-traditional  houses  built  by  a 
firm  since  gone  out  of  business.  The  roughcast  facing  became  defective, 
and  large  areas  stripped  off.  As  a result  it  was  found  necessary  for 
eight  houses  to  have  the  roughcast  renewed. 


The  present  phase  of  Council  House  development  was  completed  during 
the  year  and  the  question  of  further  building  of  Council  houses  was  still 
a matter  under  consideration. 


Council  House  Repairs 

During  the  year  the  Borough  Surveyor's  Department  acted  as  building 
contractors  to  the  Housing  Department  and  generally  speaking  I think  the 
large  majority  of  the  work  was  carried  out  well  and  expeditiously,  most 
repairs  being  completed  within  a short  time  of  the  complaint. 

The  tradesmen  employed  by  the  department  were  brought  within  the 
bonus  scheme  during  1972  and  this  resulted  in  a much  greater  output  of 
work,  particularly  from  the  painting  section. 

A matter  giving  some  concern  to  your  Committee  was  the  occurrence  of 
several  fires  at  Chaws on  Estate,  and  which  it  was  alleged  were  due  to  the 
gas  heating  installation.  Your  Council  appointed  Consultants  to  thoroughly 
investigate  the  matter  with  a view  to  advising  the  Council  on  the  best  way 
of  overcoming  the  problem.  This  was  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Condensation  in  Council  Houses 

This  unpleasant  nusance  is  still  very  much  with  us.  I am  satisfied 
that  in  the  majority  of  cases,  if  the  tenant  fully  understands  the  problem 
and  how  to  overcome  it,  condensation  can  be  avoided  in  most  houses.  One  of 
the  difficulties  is  that  many  tenants  do  not  wish  to  use  their  heating 
arrangements  in  modern  houses  to  the  full,  as  they  fear  that  it  will  be  too 
expensive,  with  the  result  they  cut  down  the  heat  and  increase  the 
condensation.  For  much  the  same  reason,  they  tend  not  to  open  the  windows 
and  again  this  helps  to  cause  condensation.  With  intelligent  use  of  heat, 
ventilation  and  occasionally  wiping  of  the  more  susceptible  walls  with 
a mould  inhibitor,  this  trouble  can  be  avoided. 

Difficulty  has  been  experienced,  however,  in  getting  the  tenant  to 
appreciate  these  points  and  willingly  to  co-operate  in  combating  the 
trouble.  The  time  may  well  arrive  in  the  not  too  distant  future,  when 
Home  Advisers  will  have  to  be  appointed  to  advise  tenants  on  how  to  manage 
their  homes  to  best  advantage. 
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Sponsored  Housing 


This  work  was  well  underway,  three  sites  being  developed  with 
a total  of  91  houses  being  occupied. 

Brine  Subsidence 

Messrs.  I.C.I.  advised  the  Borough  Council  that  pumping  at  Stoke 
Prior  would  cease  in  1973*  In  fact  it  ceased  early  in  1972. 

Your  Consultant  Geologists,  Messrs.  Johnson,  Poole  and  Bloomer, 
upon  your  instructions  were  carrying  out  during  the  year  monitoring  of 
levels  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  particularly  in  the  Holloway  and 
to  the  north  of  High  Street,  the  object  of  the  exercise  being  to  ascertain 
whether  with  the  cessation  of  pumping,  settlement  would  cease  or  continue 
at  a lower  rate.  A further  aspect  under  consideration  particularly  north 
of  High  Street  was  whether,  with  the  cessation  of  pumping,  ground  water 
levels  would  build  up  under  artesian  pressure  and  the  reaction,  if  any 
resulting.  This  is  particularly  important,  in  view  of  the  major  redevelop- 
ment proposed. 

Such  monitoring  inevitably  takes  some  months,  and  it  will  probably 
be  1974-  before  a general  picture  becomes  available  and  1975  before  a set 
of  reliable  conditions  can  be  formulated. 


Noise  from  M.5  Motorway 

The  considerable  build-up  of  traffic  on  the  M.5,  has  given  cause  for 
complaints  concerning  noise  from  this  highway. 

High  decibel  readings  have  been  obtained  in  properties  near  to  the 
M.5  and  negotiations  and  thought  were  being  given  to  the  best  way  to 
reduoe  the  noise  complained  of  both  in  private  properties  and  Council 
houses  nearby. 


The  conversion  of  the  first  floor  of  Norbury  House  into  Council  Offices 
was  completed  in  January,  and  the  Town  Clerk,  Borough  Treasurer  and  Housing 
Manager  moved  into  occupation.  This  provided  a very  satisfactory  suite  for 
these  departments,  giving  the  staff  and  the  public  much  better  conditions. 
Some  difficulties  were  encountered  with  the  central  heating  system. 


It  was  hoped  that  during  1973  the  renovation  of  the  ground  floor  will 
be  completed.  This  will  then  bring  back  into  full  use  the  whole  of 
Norbury  House. 


24,830  sq.  yds.  of  carriageway  were  surface  dressed  during  the  year. 

With  the  construction  of  the  Outer  Relief  Road,  a substantial  alteration 
and  improvement  to  Crutch  Lane  was  undertaken,  as  part  of  the  Outer  Relief 
Road  construction.  Crutch  Lane  being  bridged  over  the  road. 

Plans  were  being  prepared  for  the  extension  of  the  Salwarpe  Road 
Distributor  Road  to  Chawson  whereby  the  narrow  Chaws on  Lane  within  the 
Borough  will  be  replaced  with  a new  highway. 
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Owing  to  the  slowing  down  of  the  development  on  Ashworth  & Steward’s 
land  in  the  south  eastern  part  of  the  town,  due  to  subsidence  problems, 
the  developers  indicated  that  they  were  not  prepared  to  agree  to  the 
improvement  of  Newland  Road  between  its  junction  with  Oakland  Avenue  and 
Windsor  Road  until  further  planning  permissions  were  forthcomings  Such 
permissions  were  only  gradually  being  given  as  further  knowledge  upon  the 
results  of  the  cessation  of  brine  pumping  upon  subsidence  comes  to  hand. 

The  Greaves  Organisation  Ltd.  completed  houses  fronting  Newland  Road, 
and  your  Council  had  therefore  to  carry  out  temporary  improvements  to  this 
part  of  Newland  Road  by  the  provision  of  a footpath,  street  lighting,  and 
some  minor  widening  of  the  carriageway. 


It  is  unfortunate  that  confusion  still  continues  due  to  inadequate 
short-term  car  parking  and  loading  facilities  being  provided  at  new 
schools,  the  public  highway  being  used  for  the  purpose. 


This  is  particularly  current  at  the  schools  contiguous  to  Ombcrsley 
Road  and  also  at  Chaws on. 


Ladywood  Water  Pollution  Control  Works 

This  plant  has  settled  down  and  operated  very  satisfactorily  during 
the  past  year,  producing  a consistently  good  effluent.  Routine  practice 
has  now  been  set  up  and  the  workmen  are  working  to  a productivity  scheme. 

The  flow  received  is  slowly  increasing,  but  the  amount  of  sludge  has 
increased  quite  rapidly  and  the  works  are  now  handling  as  much  sludge  as 
they  were  designed  for,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  two  additional 
digesters  to  be  provided  at  a fairly  early  date.  The  gas  from  these  two 
digesters,  will  be  used  for  heating  them. 


During  the  winter  months  it  became  necessary  for  sludge  to  be  removed 
by  tanker  and  spread.  This  is  likely  to  be  a regular  occurrence  each  year 
and  it  is  desirable  that  the  necessary  spraying  plant  be  provided  at  the 
same  time  as  the  digesters. 

Complaints  of  smell  were  received  from  the  Salwarpe  Parish  Council. 
These  vsrere  quickly  investigated  and  found  to  be  due  to  two  reasons,  firstly 
the  sludge  was  accumulating  in  the  sedimentation  tanks  over  24  hours 
becoming  septic,  causing  trouble  when  it  was  decanted.  This  has  been 
overcome  by  decanting  twice  per  day,  and  the  Council  were  considering  the 
installation  of  a continuous  f^v  decanter  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This 
reduced  the  smell  considerably. 

The  other  factor  causing  smell  was  traced  to  the  digesters.  Little 
can  be  done  about  this  until  the  new  additional  digesters  are  provided 
which  will  be  covered  and  the  gas  given  off  be  utilised  for  heating 
purposes. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  a de-odourant  in  the  form  of  a spray 
brought  into  operation  should  the  wind  be  in  a direction  to  cause  offence, 
and  this  appears  to  have  reduced  complaints  to  a negligible  number. 

The  Rural  District  Council  asked  your  council  if  you  would  agree  to 
your  Effluent  Control  Officer/Chemist,  Mr.  K.  Kingham  assisting  them  as 
Manager  under  the  direction  of  their  Surveyor  in  charge  of  a number  of 
village  sewage  works.  In  view  of  the  forthcoming  amalgamation,  your 
Council  agreed,  and  an  acceptable  financial  arrangement  was  entered  into 
in  this  connection. 
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Trade  Waste 


A close  watch  is  being  kept  upon  the  discharge  of  trade  waste  into 
the  public  sewer.  Difficulty  has  been  experienced  at  Ladywood  due  to  the 
high  Zinc  content  of  the  sewage  which  passes  through  the  works,  and  is 
present  in  the  dry  sludge.  This  in  turn  causes  difficulty  in  handling 
the  sludge,  as  there  is  a strict  limit  to  the  amount  of  zinc  whioh  can 
be  allowed  to  be  placed  on  to  agricultural  land  without  oausing  trouble 
to  the  crops.  Steps  were  being  taken  to  try  and  reduce  the  Zinc  content 
by  strict  control  of  the  effluents  being  discharged  into  the  sewers.  At 
the  end  of  the  year,  this  was  having  some  effect. 

21  samples  of  Trade  Waste  were  taken  by  your  Effluent  Control  Officer/ 
Chemist,  ahd  examined. 

This  service  continued  with  a regular  weekly  collection,  the  intro- 
duction of  a Bonus  system  facilitated  the  work  and  output  much  increased. 

Disposal  continued  by  agreement  with  the  Droitwioh  Rural  District 
at  their  Hahbury  Wharf  tip. 

S 


The  following  materials  were  salvaged  during  the  year:- 
Scrap  Metal  £1 7.  60 

11  car  bodies  were  also  disposed  of  during  the  year.  This  is 
becoming  an  increasing  problem,  and  continuous  action  is  having  to  be 
taken  to  legally  handle  old  cars  which  are  now  being  deposited  in  a whole 
variety  of  places  in  the  town. 


Cold 


Depots 


The  opening  of  two  large  depots,  brought  an  increase  in  food  import- 
ation and  control.  Foodstuffs  are  being  imported  and  stored  in  these 
Depots  from  all  parts  of  the  World.  Supplies  covered  by  national  agree- 
ments as  to  their  prior  inspection  before  leaving  the  country  of  origin 
causes  little  inconvenience  or  work,  but  foodstuffs  which  have  not  been 
inspected  have  all  to  be  inspected  and  sampled,  these  items  not  being 
released  until  the  samples  are  proved  satisfactory. 


Spaces 


Tour  Parks  and  open  spaces  have  been  maintained  in  good  condition  and 
with  the  introduction  of  a Bonus  Scheme,  much  better  attention  to  grass 
cutting  v»Tas  possible,  the  Bonus  attracting  labour  for  the  work. 

Works  to  improve  the  playing  fields  sited  on  the  old  sewage  works  and 
refuse  tip  were  undertaken,  and  plans  for  a permanent  and  adequate  pavilion 
were  approved.  It  is  hoped  that  both  these  proposals  will  be  completed  in 

1973- 


The  St.  Peters  Fields  Sports  Association  got  underway,  the  first 
stage  being  the  seeding  down  of  land  for  the  Cricket  Field  and  Rugby  pitches 
the  Cricket  Club  arranging  for  the  Cricket  Square  to  be  provided  by  contract. 

Elm  disease  was  still  amongst  us,  many  fine  old  trees  in  the  Borough 
being  badly  affected  and  lost.  The  Council  agreed  to  treat  the  elm  trees 
in  St.  Peter’s  Fields  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  may  prevent  the  loss  of 
these  elms. 
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A particularly  fine  Huntingdon  -Elm.  in  Fabricius  Avenue,  which 
required  tree  surgery  had  the  appropriate  work  undertaken,  payment 
being  made  jointly  by  the  owner  of  the  tree,  the  Borough  Council  and 
the  County  Council. 

The  construction  of  the  new  inner  ring  road  is  now  programmed, 
and  steps  were  taken  to  enter  into  a contract  for  the  construction  of 
the  new  Vines  Park  Bowling  Green,  which  will  be  completed  in  1 973> 
eventually  to  replace  the  existing  Vines  Park  Bowling  Green. 

Boycott  Estate  - Open  Spaces 


Problems  arose  in  the  maintenance  of  the  open  spaces,  which  seems 
inevitable  when  an  estate  is  being  developed,  particularly  when  there 
were  various  stages  of  development  and  completion  reached  in  different 
parts  of  the  estate. 

The  Committee  gave  a lot  of  attention  and  brought  into  operation 
a maintenance  scheme  in  respect  of  grass  cutting,  and  further  arranged 
for  scavenging  and  the  maintenance  of  flower  beds  to  be  undertaken  by 
workmen  stationed  upon  the  estate.  This  operated  satisfactorily,  and 
it  should  show  good  results  during  1973  when  the  estate  will  begin  to 
settle  down. 


Old  disused  Sewat 


Kidderminster  Road 


The  old  sludge  beds  were  reclaimed  earthed  over  and  seeded  down, 
shortly  to  be  brought  into  use  as  an  extension  of  the  Playing  Fields. 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  proposals  were  in  hand  for  a contractor 
to  demolish  the  actual  sewage  works  structure. 


At  the  request  of  the  Parochial  Church  Council,  the  Borough  Council 
agreed  to  adopt  this  churchyard  as  a cemetery.  The  necessary  arrange- 
ments were  made  during  the  year,  and  the  Parks  Superintendent  took  over 
the  maintenance  of  the  cemetery  on  behalf  of  the  Parks  Department. 


Heriotts  Pool 

For  many  years,  the  question  of  the  dredging  and  improvement  of  the 
outfall  at  Heriotts  Pool  has  been  before  your  Council,  end  the  Council 
agreed  to  commence  work  upon  this  proposal  during  1972.  The  very 
dilapidated  culvert  was  replaced  with  a new  outfall  from  the  Pool  into 
the  Worcester  Road.  It  is  hoped  that  1973  will  see  the  dredging  of  the 
Pool. 


Droitwich  Canal 

Proposals  to  restore  the  Canal  into  use  as  a Waterway  cane  before 
the  Council,  when  the  development  of  Vestacre  and  the  lower  Chawson 
housing  estates  were  under  consideration.  In  both  instances  it  is 
proposed  to  make  features  of  the  Canal  basin,  and  it  is  hoped  that  1973 
will  see  a good  length  of  the  Canal  cleaned  and  available  for  use  for 
leisure  purposes. 

St.  Andrew* s Brine  Baths 

This  undertaking  has  now  been  within  the  control  of  your  Council 
for  a clear  year,  management  being  taken  over  with  the  retirement  of  the 
Secretary  and  the  Engineer  as  from  31st  March,  1972.  The  day  to  day 
operations  have  been  under  the  control  of  the  Lido  Superintendent 
Mr.  T.  Browne. 
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The  tenants  of  the  Cafe  gave  up  the  tenancy,  and  the  Borough 
Council  decided  to  continue  the  operation  of  the  Cafe  themselves, 

Mrs.  Browne  acting  as  Manageress. 

Reductions  in  staffing  were  made  in  respect  of  the  whole  or  the 
undertaking,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  entry  tickets  to  the 
Pool  to  "be  issued  through  the  Cafe. 

There  would  appear  to  he  a strong  desire  from  regular  users  of 
the  Pool  that  it  should  continue  in  use  and  a group  of  patrons  mot 
the  Chairman  of  the  Parks,  Open  Spaces  and  Lido  Committee,  making 
various  suggestions,  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  meetings  will  continue 
from  time  to  time. 

The  future  of  the  undertaking  is  somewhat  uncertain,  and  invest- 
igations into  development  hy  a commercial  enterprise  were  underway  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Lido 

With  the  inclement  weather,  the  Lido  had  a poor  season.  A 
notable  improvement  was  made  by  the  replacement  of  the  larger  part  of 
the  old  weather  boarding  fence  with  a glass  screen  opening  up  the 
Pool  and  the  Park  and  giving  a very  pleasant  scenic  aspect.  This  also 
increased  the  sunbathing  area  and  wan  much  appreciated  by  patrons  and 
users  of  the  Park. 


I an. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


GRAHAM  L.  ROBINSON 


&LR/MGM/ivtL 


Borough  Engineer  & Surveyor 
and 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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